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	PROFESSIONAL PROFILE

I am a researcher and educator within the field of English Literature. My research is rooted in memory and trauma studies, particularly in the contexts of the Holocaust and post-apartheid South Africa. More recently, my research focus has extended to consider issues of pedagogy, particularly in relation to the teaching of poetry and literary texts in the South African school environment.


	EDUCATION


University of Pretoria, Pretoria
Doctorate in English Literature
June 2013- July 2018
Thesis: The Conflict of the Wounded Voice: Renegotiating Witness Testimony in Elie Wiesel’s Night, Dawn, Day and Literature of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission

 University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
Masters in English Literature 
February 2009- February 2012
Thesis:  Renegotiating Literary Culture in Contemporary Film Adaptations of Jane Austen’s Emma and Mansfield Park
Received with distinction.

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
BA Honours in English Literature
February 2008-December 2008
Courses: Social Change in 19th Century Literature, Playwriting, Postmodernism, South African Literature, and Research Essay focusing on the stage to film adaptation of Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Graduated with distinction.

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
BA
February 2005-December 2007
Majors: English and Drama & Film
Graduated with distinction.

High School and Matriculation: Reddam House, Johannesburg
2004
Distinction in English.

	


PROFESSIONAL/ TEACHING EXPERIENCE


University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
February 2026- Present(On Contract)

Research Associate (School of Literature, Language and Media)

As a research associate of the English Literature department in the School of Literature, Language and Media, I produce two research articles per annum and engage in teaching and supervision activites where required.



University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
February 2024-January 2026 (On Contract)

Postdoctoral Research Fellow (School of Literature, Language and Media)

I pursued a postdoctoral research fellowship in the English Literature department in the School of Literature, Language and Media. My research focused on how the field of memory studies can be applied in practical contexts.  Apart from working on numerous academic projects, I also taught on the postgraduate course “Theory of Literature: Memory and Representation” which is connected to the course, “Cultures of Hate and Oppression: Connecting the Conversations about Antisemitism, the Holocaust, Colonialism and Gender”, an online interdisciplinary course. I taught this course in collaboration with colleagues and students from the University of the Witwatersrand, Central European University, University of Birbeck, Bard College and SOAS University of London.


University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
July 2019-December 2020, February 2022-January 2024 (On contract)

Postdoctoral Research Fellow (African Centre for the Study of the United States)

I pursued a postdoctoral research fellowship at the newly established African Centre for the Study of the United States (ACSUS). My research at the Centre focused on issues of race and memory in the context of African American literature and South African literature. Apart from working on numerous academic projects, I also taught on the postgraduate course “Theory of Literature: Memory and Representation” which is connected to the online interdisciplinary course, “Cultures of Hate and Oppression: Connecting the Conversations about Antisemitism, Holocaust, Colonialism and Gender”. 



University of South Africa, Pretoria
March 2021-January 2022 (On contract)

Senior Lecturer

I served as a senior lecturer in University of South Africa’s English Studies Department where I lectured on the following courses: Foundations in English Studies, Shakespeare’s Dramatic Art: Explorations and Literature from Africa and the African Diaspora. I was also a supervisor for an English Honours research module. I was a member of the departmental Higher Degrees Committee.


Pearson Institute of Higher Education (currently Eduvos), Johannesburg
July 2014-June 2019 (Permanent)

Senior English Lecturer

At this institution, I was involved in coordinating, lecturing and developing course material for first to third year English Literature BA undergraduate modules, Business English as well as English for Graphic Design. As part of my position, I coordinated and oversaw the running of these courses at Pearson’s remote campuses which are situated throughout the country. I also ran a research skills-based course for third year students whereby I supervised a diverse range of research essays which the students developed. I left this position to further my career as an academic scholar.


RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS

Publications in Progress

2028. Poetic (R)evolutions. This is a book project that being written for inclusion in the Palgrave Studies in Multimodal Poetics Series. It is being written in collaboration with colleagues from the South African Poetry Project (ZAPP). 
2027. “Poetic Explorations of Multidirectional Memory and Artivism in Post-Apartheid South Africa: A Case Study of two workshops held at the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre”.  Book chapter under review for inclusion in a book to be published by De Gruyter Brill.
2026. “‘What would you pack?’: Memory, Modality, and Poetic Expression”. Accepted for publication in Reading and Writing. The article has been written in collaboration with colleagues from the South African Poetry Project (ZAPP). 


Articles in Peer-Reviewed Journals/Accredited Journals


2026. “Teaching the Implicated Subject in the South African University Classroom”. Memory Studies. pp. 1-18 DOI: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/17506980251409278.  

2025. “Jackals with Muddy Whiskers: Re-Centring Decolonized Memory in South Africa through Performativity and Text”. Safundi. pp. 1-18 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17533171.2024.2430033.  

Note: This article was written in collaboration with Deirdre Byrne, Gerhard Genis and Toni Gennrich from the South African Poetry Project (ZAPP).


2024. “‘If I Speak Like You, I Am You’: Racial Passing in Trevor Noah’s Born a Crime and Other Stories”. Literature, Critique, and Empire Today (59) 2-3. pp. 278-293. DOI: 10.1177/00219894221133316. 


2023. “The Humanity of Whiteness in Sindiwe Magona’s Mother to Mother”. Safundi (24) 3. pp. 71-94. DOI: 10.1080/17533171.2023.2227464. 



2021. “Breaking Silences in the Aftermath of Historical Trauma in Elie Wiesel’s Day”. Holocaust Studies: A Journal of Culture and History (27) 3. pp. 351-370. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17504902.2020.1744889.


2020. “Finding the ‘Herstorical’ Narrative in Angie Thomas’s The Hate U Give”. English Studies in Africa (63) 1. pp. 148-166. DOI: 10.1080/00138398.2020.1780762.  

Note: This article has been republished as a book chapter in an essay collection entitled Cultures of Populism: Institutions, Practices and Resistance.




Book Chapters

2025. “Multidirectional Memory in the NGO Sector: The Case of the Hate Crimes Working Group and the Value of Cross-Sector Engagment”. Simply Human: A Guide to Understanding and Combatting Hate. Ed. Kenneth S. Stern. Toronto. University of Toronto Press. 

Note: Ken Stern, the director of the Centre for the Study of Hate at Bard College in the US, invited to me contribute this chapter to the volume. As part of the development of this project, I attended a workshop at Bard College.


2022. Finding the ‘Herstorical’ Narrative in Angie Thomas’s The Hate U Give”. Cultures of Populism: Institutions, Practices and Resistance. Ed. Merle A. Williams. Abingdon, Oxon. Routledge. pp. 301-320.

Note: this chapter is a republication of the article I wrote for English Studies in Africa.


2014. “Recreating the Holocaust: YA Dystopia and the Young Jewish Reader”. Space and Place in The ‘Hunger Games’: New Readings of the Novels. Eds. Deidre Anne Evans Garriott, Whitney Elaine Jones and Julie Elizabeth Tyler. Jefferson, North Carolina. McFarland and Company Inc. pp. 124-145. 


Articles in Non-Accredited Journals

2021. “Reclaiming and Claiming Youthful Voices: Learner Embodiment Through Unleashing Poetic Potential”. Imbiza: Journal of African Writing (1) 3. pp. 94-103.

Note: This article was written in collaboration with Deirdre Byrne, Gerhard Genis and Eunice Phiri from the South African Poetry Project (ZAPP). 



Edited Collections

2024. Poetry Nonscenes: New performance poems beyond the struggle. Eds. Tom Penfold, Adam Levin and Deirdre Byrne. Durban: uHlanga Press. 


Reviews

2021. History, Trauma and Shame: Engaging the Past through Second Generation Dialogue. Edited by Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela. English Academy Review 38 (2). pp. 152-154.

2010. “Religion and the Anti-Hero in The Wolfman”. JGCinema. Available URL: 
 http://www.jgcinema.com/single.php?sl=werewolf-wolfman-remake-fantasy-adaptation-anti-hero. 


_________________________________________________________________________________



FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

2025. Teaching grant from the Holocaust Education Foundation of Northwestern University (shared with Prof Merle Williams).
2024. Royal Holloway/Pears Foundation fellowship to attend the course “Summer Institute on the Holocaust and Jewish Civilization”.
2024-2026. Wits Centennial Fellowship fund for postdoctoral studies.
2023.  Open Society University Network fellowship to attend the course “Holocaust   Testimonies and their Afterlives” at Central European University in Budapest, Hungary.
2022-2024. Oppenheimer Memorial Trust Fellowship for postdoctoral studies.
2020. The International Forum for US Studies (IFUSS) at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign offered me a one-month research fellowship. Due to COVID-19, I could not pursue the fellowship in person.  It was then moved online.
2019-2020. Ford Foundation Fellowship for postdoctoral studies.
 2013-2017. University of Pretoria Bursary (PhD studies).
2010. Harold and Doris Tothill Scholarship. (Masters)
2009-2010. Wits Postgraduate Merit Award. (Masters)





ACADEMIC CITIZENSHIP


International Network of Genocide Scholars (INoGS)
April 2023-Present

I serve as the executive secretary for this organization.  This role requires me to engage with college interns and academic scholars from various parts of the world. Together, we organize of the International Network of Genocide Scholars’ (INoGS) biennial conference. 
         

ZAPP Poetry Project
January 2021-Present

 ZAPP is an academic and community outreach project focused on enriching the teaching and learning of poetry in South African schools. I am involved in developing and running ZAPP’s outreach initiatives, school workshops and publication projects.

       






CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS

Local

20-24 October 2025. I ran two poetry-focused workshops as part of the International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS) conference which was hosted at the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre.  

25 August 2023. “Laughing at Race in Trevor Noah’s Born a Crime”. This paper was presented at Limmud, Johannesburg.

25 August 2021. Michael Rothberg on Violent Histories, Trauma and Memory. This was a webinar in which I was in conversation with Michael Rothberg and Sakiru Adebayo. It was convened by the Centre for the Study of the Afterlife of Violence and the Reparative Quest (AVReQ) at the University of Stellenbosch.

14 October 2020. “Inverting the Gaze”. This paper was presented as part of a webinar entitled The Future of Trauma: African Scholars Thinking with Cathy Caruth which was convened by the Centre for the Study of the Afterlife of Violence and the Reparative Quest (AVReQ) at the University of Stellenbosch.

10-13 July 2019. “The Implicated Subject in The Hate U Give and the Wider Global Narrative”.  This paper was presented at a colloquium entitled Cultures of Populism: Institutions and Hegemonic Practices which was held at the University of the Witwatersrand.

5-9 September 2018: “Trauma and Nation-Building in Elie Wiesel’s Dawn and Sindiwe Magona’s Mother to Mother”. This paper was presented at a conference titled Recognition, Reparation, Reconciliation: The Light and Shadow of Historical Trauma which was held at the University of Stellenbosch.

6-8 September 2017: “Beyond Americanah: Kopano Matlwa’s Coconut and the Development of a South African Postcolonial English Curriculum”. This paper was presented at the English Academy of Southern Africa International Conference in Cape Town.

4-6 August 2017: “Roald Dahl and the Racism Factory: Looking at Minority Groups in Roald Dahl’s Writing”. This paper was presented at Limmud, Johannesburg. 

12 September 2016: “Speaking as Witness in Elie Wiesel’s Night and Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela’s A Human Being Died That Night”. This paper was presented at a conference titled Interpreting Violence and Trauma in Africa which was held at the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre in collaboration with the University of Leeds.

29-31 August 2014: “Art Spiegelman-A Serious Comic: 9/11 and the Holocaust”. This paper was presented at Limmud, Johannesburg. 

11 September 2012: “Representing Jane Austen and ‘Jane Austen’ in Whit Stillman’s Metropolitan”. This paper was presented as part of the Wits English department’s seminar series.

3-5 August 2012: “The Hunger Games and the Young Jewish Reader”. This paper was presented at Limmud, Johannesburg. 

1 September 2011: “Representing the Cityscape in Love, Crime & Johannesburg. This paper was presented at the E’skia Mphahlele Colloquium which was held at the University of the Witwatersrand. 

20-22 August 2011: “The Curious Case of Kyle Broflovski: The Problem of Jewish Identity in South Park”. This paper was presented at Limmud, Johannesburg. 

26 October 2010: “‘It wasn’t Hamlet, It Was That Polonius Guy’: Low Culture Gets Academic in Clueless”. This paper was presented at the Wits University Postgraduate Symposium at University of the Witwatersrand. 



International 


23-26 June 2024: “Teaching Holocaust Memory in the Post-Apartheid University Classroom”. This paper was presented at the 9th annual International Network of Genocide Scholars (INoGS) conference which was held at University of Southern California (USC).

21-23 June 2021: “Exploring Holocaust Memory in Antjie Krog’s Country of My Skull”. This paper was presented as part of a webinar entitled Africa and the Holocaust: Entangled Histories and Multidirectional Memories which was convened by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre.

16-18 June 2016: “Exploring Literary Culture as Gender Empowerment in Roald Dahl’s Matilda”. This paper was presented at the Roald Dahl Centenary Conference which was held at Cardiff University.

26-27 January 2015: “Exploring the Intersection between Witness and Interpreter in Dawn and Mother to Mother”. This paper was presented at conference titled Transnational Holocaust Memory which was held at the University of Leeds.

26-31 December 2014: “The Hunger Games and the Young Jewish Reader”. This paper was presented at Limmud, University of Warwick.

3-6 April 2014: I ran a panel titled “Representing the Contemporary Youth in Television Drama”. This panel was held at the 45th Annual North Eastern Modern Languages Association Convention in Harrisburg.

19 March-22 March 2013: I ran a panel titled “Exploring Suburban Narratives in Literature and Film”. This panel was held at the 44th Annual North Eastern Modern Languages Association Convention in Boston.

15 March-19 March 2012: “The Conflict between ‘High Culture’ and ‘Low Culture’ in Emma and Clueless”. This paper was presented at the 44th Annual North Eastern Modern Languages Association Convention in New York State.



	
ORGANIZATION OF CONFERENCES, SEMINARS/WEBINARS AND EVENTS


26-27 April 2025. “Poetry Nonscenes” poetry workshop (lead organizer). This event was held in collaboration with the South African Poetry Project (ZAPP), Rhodes University and Amazwi South African Museum of Literature. It was hosted at the Amazwi South African Museum of Literature.

15 March 2025. “ZAPP Fest” poetry workshop (lead organizer). This event was held in collaboration with the South African Poetry Project (ZAPP), the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre and the Inside Out Centre for the Arts. It was hosted at the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre and the Inside Out Centre for the Arts.

18 April 2024. “Poetry Nonscenes” poetry workshop (lead organizer). This event was held in collaboration with the South African Poetry Project (ZAPP), University College London, and the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre. It was hosted at the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre. 

20 March 2024. “The Living Legacy of Audre Lorde: Resonances, Reflections, Intersectionalities” (lead organizer). Organized as part of the Time of the Writer festival. 

25-27 August 2023. Limmud conference, Johannesburg (programming).

20 March 2023. “Toni Morrison and/in Africa and its Diaspora” webinar (lead organizer). Organized as part of the Time of the Writer festival.

2 November 2022. “Fragile Democracies: Ethnic Violence, Xenophobia and Genocide” webinar  (organizer). Organized in collaboration with the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre.

13 October 2022. “Four Poets on Democracy, the Humanities and the Arts” webinar (lead organizer). Organized as part of the Poetry Africa festival.

21 September 2022. Cultures of Populism online book launch (lead organizer and moderator). Held at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.

10 June 2021. “Imagining Democracies: Cultures. Transformations, Futures” webinar (lead organizer). This was held in collaboration with the University of the Witwatersrand, University of Sussex, University of Uppsala and University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

May-September 2020. “Old and New African Diasporas: Before and After Covid-19” online international conference and webinar series (lead organizer). 

July 2019. “Cultures of Populism: Institutions and Hegemonic Practices” conference (lead organizer). This was held in collaboration with the University of the Witwatersrand, University of Sussex and University of Uppsala. It was hosted at the University of the Witwatersrand.

August 2016. Limmud conference, Johannesburg (Arts and Culture track chair)

August 2015. Limmud conference, Johannesburg (Arts and Culture track chair)

August 2012. Limmud conference, Johannesburg (Arts and Culture track chair)

August 2011. Limmud conference, Johannesburg (programming)



COURSES AND WORKSHOPS


10-19 June 2024. “Summer Institute on the Holocaust and Jewish Civilization”. I was one of 18 research fellows selected to participate in this summer school which was held at the Royal Holloway Holocaust Research Institute.

10 - 21 July 2023. “Holocaust Testimonies and their Afterlives”. This course was run under the auspices of the Open Society University Network (OSUN) and held at Central European University in Budapest, Hungary.


13 - 14 June 2023. NGO book planning workshop. This workshop was held at Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson, NY, USA.


21-23 June 2021. “Africa and the Holocaust: Entangled Histories and Multidirectional Memories” workshop. This workshop was held online and convened by Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________



COMMUNITY WORK EXPERIENCE

ZAPP Poetry Project
January 2021-Present

 ZAPP is an academic and community outreach project focused on enriching the teaching and  learning of poetry in South African schools. I am involved in developing and running ZAPP’s outreach initiatives, school workshops and publication projects.



Limmud, Johannesburg
February 2011-Present
  I was involved in developing programming and publicity for the Limmud a Jewish interest and communal learning conference. I was the chair of the arts and culture track and was involved in programme editing and developing online content for the conference website and e-mails.


Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre
March 2014-July 2014
 I attended courses which offer an introduction to various Holocaust Education teaching strategies, as well as a further introduction to various volunteer roles that can be undertaken at the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre.

EduAction
February 2006-November 2006
EduAction was a student organization that aimed to aid in educating students from a disadvantaged secondary school in Soweto. I assisted in fundraising for this organization and helped promote it during Orientation Week at the University of the Witwatersrand. 


REFEREES

Name                        Position                                                            Contact Details  
                                 
Dr. Sofia Kostelac      Lecturer (University of the Witwatersrand)  sofia.kostelac@wits.ac.za
                                                                                                            +2711717-4110
Prof. David Medalie   Professor (University of Pretoria)                   david.medalie@up.ac.za
                                                                                                              +27 12 420-2716
Prof. Merle Williams   Professor  (University of the Witwatersrand)   merle.williams@wits.ac.za
                                                                                                               +27725806964
